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Oceania Connect

Cerebral palsy (CP) and childhood-onset disabilities present complex challenges that require coordinated, multidisciplinary care. Across Oceania, health professionals and researchers working in this field often face geographic isolation, high workloads with limitations in capacity building, reduced resources and fragmented networks. The Oceania Academy of Cerebral Palsy and other Childhood-Onset Disabilities recognise the need to foster stronger regional collaboration to improve outcomes for children and families. Building on the Academy’s commitment to capacity building and knowledge exchange, we are piloting a new program to connect professionals across the region.
The ‘Oceania Connect’ initiative is designed to link health professionals and researchers working in CP and childhood-onset disabilities across Oceania. Oceania Academy members who elect to be connected will be matched based on their request for a time-limited period. Requests will vary but could involve:   
· Connecting with a health professional that has experience with a particular condition or intervention that you have less experience in;
· Connecting with another early-career health professional to support one another;
· Connecting with a health professional in a remote setting, to discuss whether this would be a good career fit for you;
· Connecting with an experienced researcher to brainstorm how to 'write-up' a quality improvement project.
The connected members will mutually establish their expectations at the outset, for example:
· Meet online once to discuss the case and then feedback by email, with an optional online follow-up meeting one month later;
· Meet online weekly to discuss the project for one month;
· Meet online three times over six months

Ready to connect? 
Please provide the following details and email this document back to info@oceaniaacademy.org





Oceania Connect: Expression of Interest Form

Full Name:
Email address:
Phone number:
Location of practice: 
Profession:
Years working in your profession:
Confirm you are an Academy member by highlighting Yes below.  	
Yes		
No - not a member of the Academy. You can find out more about member benefits including Oceania Connect and apply here: https://www.oceaniaacademy.org/become-a-member/  
Topic(s) – highlight any that are relevant to your connection request or specify others below
· Clinical case discussions 
· Management of a specific diagnostic group
· Brainstorming service development
· Research collaborations
· Sharing resources
· Other, please specify
If you selected other or want to provide more information you can write a brief description here:


Type of connection requested 	
o Myself as an individual	
o I am a member of a group who would like to connect 
Please provide a brief description if you have selected a group connection here: 

Thank you for your interest. Applications will be reviewed once a month. Please direct any queries regarding Oceania Connect to:  info@oceaniaacademy.org
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